The Power of Story: Using Narrative Writing to Improve Student Learning and Success

Examples of Narrative Assignments:
· Reflection logs/journals - labs, clinicals, large projects and thinking back through the process
· Case studies - pre-created ones or have students write one - education, health sciences, business/law
· Letters - to grandma, a sibling etc. explaining concepts, process, skills, etc.
· Process description - math, labs, computer sciences, computer networks, health sciences, business, research projects
· Put yourself in their shoes - imaginative recreation - history, humanities, health sciences, business
· Digital storytelling - using multimedia - video, audio, visuals
· Interviews - to hear and understand others’ stories
· Interpret a concept and apply in story form - tables of data, geometric patterns, physics principles - have them an event in a larger story or tell a story that gives the background (famous example 1884 novella Flatland by Edwin Abbot)




What about your curriculum and classes? 
· What is a discrete skill or set of knowledge that your students need to know/remember in your class? What are students needing to interpret or understand?



· How might an assignment ask students to create a narrative structure to store that knowledge and/or skills? 
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